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Public Access to Skagit Land Trust Owned Properties

These are places to observe wildlife and appreciate nature

Skagit Land Trust now owns many acres
of wildlife habitat, forest and farmland in 16
locations around Skagit County. We are

The Butlerer Flats Conservation Area offers bird and wildlife
watching from Green Road outside of Burlington.

expenses, it is worth this cost to provide
places for people to observe wildlife and
appreciate nature. It also helps increase
public awareness
that conservation
of wildlife habitat
is important and
worthy of
support. As we
develop
management
plans for each
property we

often asked about public access to these
properties and what sorts of activities are
allowed. This fall we are launching a
program to provide information about what
you can do on each of the Trust’s owned
properties. Soon you will find more
information at each site, either in the form
of a paper flier about the property and
suggestions on how to enjoy it, or in the
form of an exhibit panel with information
about the importance of the property to
people and animals.

Many people are surprised to learn that we
try to keep the properties we own open if
possible. While keeping a property open
for public use costs the Trust more in
terms of monitoring and maintenance

determine what level
and kinds of uses
the property can
sustain without
damaging the conservation values of the
land. For instance, you can fish or go for a
walk at Tope Ryan Natural Area or watch
birds at the Butler Flats Conservation Area
along Green Road. And in a first for the
Trust we now allow overnight use for
organized groups at one of the properties
along the Skagit River. We decided that
providing a location for children and other
people to learn about the natural world,
while building a community partnership,
will help the Trust care for its properties
and is a good thing. In return for the

overnight use of the property, the youth
groups will help us maintain the hiking
trails and enhance the wildlife habitat on
the property.

Of course, some properties are just too
sensative to allow access. The March’s
Point Heronry is an example of one of the
few Trust properties that is closed to
public access. The nesting herons are
sensitive to disturbances, yet people are
very curious about them. So we have
created two ways for people to see the
nests and learn
L more about the

% - Dbirds. We offera
public tour every
year during the
winter when the
birds have left the
nesting area and we
now have a camera
attached to a tree in
the heronry. Images
from the camera can
be viewed in the
exhibit area at the
Breazeale
Interpretive Center.

Trails on Skagit Land Trust's
Cumberland Creek property.

We also remind people that lands where
we hold a conservation easement are often
owned by private landowners. We ask
that the public respect these landowner’s
private property.

Watch for more information about
activities on Trust properties in the coming
months, or better yet, join us on one of the
volunteer events and get to know a
property firsthand!
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From the President

Dear Fellow Members:

At the Trust we pride ourselves on working within the
private sector, quietly pursuing our mission of land
protection in Skagit County. From its earliest days, Skagit
Land Trust deliberately steered clear of involvement in
political action and major public policy.

However when the land trust community came under fire by Congress and the IRS two
years ago, our board realized that public policies and actions could seriously impact our
mission. Thus we recently established a Public Policy Committee to address public
policy matters, primarily at the state and local levels, where there is a substantial and
direct impact on the Trust’s ability to accomplish its mission. This committee alerts us
to proposed regulations, land use changes and other public actions which might impact
our work, and helps us to evaluate them.

The committee immediately faced the challenge of 1-933.

Our decision to oppose Initiative 1-933, the “Property Fairness Act”, was not taken
lightly.

1-933 would require state and local governments to either pay landowners for claims of
diminished property value due to zoning and environmental rules or not enforce those
rules at all (“pay or waive”). In Oregon, where a similar initiative passed, the majority
of claims have been to subdivide and develop forests and farmlands and to build in
critical areas that were previously protected by local or state regulations. Lack of
funding to pay landowners has resulted in waivers of regulations in 90% of the
subsequent claims.

At our July board meeting, the committee reported on the potential impact of 1-933 here
in the county, including loss of critical habitat and open space, working forests and
farmland taken out of production for development, and adverse impacts on streams and
shorelines. This is the very natural heritage we have committed to save. Protecting land
and our natural heritage in this environment would become increasingly difficult.

Furthermore, as a property owner, we rely on zoning and environmental laws to protect
us from unregulated land use on neighboring properties. Without this protection,
stewardship costs could rise dramatically, and both our land and its natural values
would decline.

The board voted to oppose 1-933.

I ask you to read the initiative carefully and understand its full impact before you vote
— and to encourage your friends and neighbors to educate themselves on it as well. |
am confident that, armed with the facts, voters will defeat 1-933.

For more information please read the section in this newsletter on what you should
know about Initiative 1-933, on page 3.

Sincerely,

Marlene V. Moore
President




What You Should Know
About Initiative 1-933
The “Property Fairness” Act

If enacted, what would I-933 require?
It would require state and local

governments to either pay landowners for
claims of diminished property value due to
environmental rules and zoning or exempt

them from enforcement of those rules.

What are some of the laws and

regulations I-933 could impact? Legal
experts say that the impact of the initiative
would be to discourage enforcement of
land use regulations adopted on or after
1996. This is because state and local
governments do not have the funds to pay
special interests what it costs to enforce
environmental laws and zoning — and they
would thus need to waive the law for these
interests. The regulations that could be
undone include the: Shoreline Protection
Act; Clean Water Act; Growth
Management Act including Critical Area
Ordinances; Forest Practices Act; Fish and
Forests Agreement; housing and
development regulations; local wetlands
ordinances; and local zoning regulations.

Who are some of the organizations
opposing 1-933? To date, over 125

organizations, community groups and
businesses have formally opposed 1-933
including Skagitonians to Preserve
Farmland, The Nature Conservancy,
Washington Association of Churches,
Washington Conservation Voters,
Association of Washington Cities,
National Wildlife Federation, Washington
Audubon, Washington Trust for Historic
Preservation, etc..

Why is SLC taking a position on 1-933?
We think this initiative would undermine

our mission of land protection and
severely damage the health of our natural
communities. The Trust is also concerned
about the initiative’s potential impact on
our conservation lands. These could be
adversely affected by incompatible land
uses on neighboring properties.

What about the issue of landowner’s
rights? The issue of private property is
one we always take into consideration.
However the scope of Initiative 933 is
remarkably broad. Our zoning and
environmental laws are the result of
decades of community planning that
benefits this and future generations while

Cooperative

TNC has a grant from the Washington Stat
identify and purchase high priority salmon

requesting assistance.

Because the funding will only be available

to nine months.

time members and volunteers for
Skagit Land Trust.

Jane has lived in eastern Skagit County for
years, and cares deeply about the commun

Jane is a great addition to the Trust’s staff.

We are pleased to welcome Jane Zillig to the
Trust. The project is now in her competent
hands. Jane will be working part-time as the
Skagit River Project Coordinator until the project
is completed in early 2007. Jane and her husband
Paul live in Sedro-Woolley and have been long-

its natural resources. She brings to the Trust’s
office a rich professional experience which
extends from the creation of the Upper Skagit
Community Service Center in the 1980’s, to
most recently working as a senior paralegal for Brett and Daugert in Bellingham.

Effort with

The Nature Conservancy
to Protect More Skagit River Lands

Skagit Land Trust has teamed up with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) to reach
out to landowners with important salmon habitat in the upper Skagit River area.

e Salmon Recovery Funding Board to
habitat from willing sellers. As part of

this project, they completed a land inventory and assessment to identify the most
important habitat areas, and they have been in contact with many landowners.
However, without a local staff person available for the project, they have been
unable to make the desired progress. So, this spring, TNC approached us

Skagit Land Trust and The Nature Conservancy have developed a very effective
partnership over the years, and the two organizations have assisted each other on
numerous successful projects. This combined with the opportunity to protect more
floodplain habitat along the river fits well with the Trust’s conservation priorities.

for a short time, the Trust has agreed to

“co-sponsor” the grant, and to dedicate a part-time position to the project for eight

25
ity and

Jane Zillig - Upper Skagit River
Project Coordinator

balancing private property interests. This
initiative is not about landowners’
“rights”, as its proponents would have
you believe. In fact, it could hurt many
landowners individually and collectively—
by devaluing adjacent properties,
accelerating pollution of our waters,
putting pressure on our county to convert
farm and forest lands to development, and
allowing development in places that are
not good for our community or the
environment.

What is one thing that you can do to help ?
Educate yourselves, your neighbors and

your co-workers. Current polling for this

initiative shows that when people hear just
the title, “Property Fairness Act,” it
passes. When one line of information
about the initiative is provided, it ties. But
when more detailed information about
what it means and how it would impact
communities and the environment is
provided, it fails overwhelmingly. Thus,
education on a broad scale is an important
component of ensuring people understand
the sweeping consequences of this
initiative.




Heron Camera Update

Hopefully, many of you took the opportunity this spring to see
the heron nest exhibit at the Breazeale Interpretive Center at
Padilla Bay. A Leadership Skagit team planned and fundraised
for the installation of a camera in the March’s Point heronry.
This camera sends a signal across the bay to the Interpretive
Center, where the “streaming video” image of the heron nests is
displayed in the exhibit area. In June Brenda Cunningham from
Skagit Land Trust and Andrew Rice from Academic
Adventures and Leadership Skagit, gave a presentation to a
standing room only crowd at the Interpretive Center. The herons
put on quite a show, with three young herons crowding the nest,
while adults flew in and out of sight. Andrew and Brenda
related the story of how the camera project came to be,
followed by a lengthy question and answer period. We are still
working toward getting the camera hosted on a website so it
can be viewed over the internet. In the meantime, stop by the
Interpretive Center Wednesday through Sundays to see the
young herons as they fledge or you can see still images posted
on the Trust’s website at www.skagitlandtrust.org.

Skagit Land Trust Granted an

AmeriCorps Position

This fall Skagit Land Trust will be receiving a 10-month
volunteer position through AmeriCorps. This person will
help the Trust improve its volunteer land steward program
and recruit more stewards, develop educational materials
about Trust properties and build new relationships between
the Trust and community groups. The position will run from
early September through mid-July 2007. This is a full-time
position. The Trust will provide a stipend and reimburse
travel expenses and AmeriCorps will provide an award for
future educational expenses. If you know of a person
between the ages of 18 and 25 who may be interested in
this, please have them call Brenda Cunningham at
(360) 428-7878 or see the announcement on our website at
www.skagitlandtrust.org.

Thank You

Lee Mann - For his donation of an original poster “Cloud
Forest” created for Skagit Land Trust (see back cover).

Dederick Ward & Susan Parke - For their donation of
an original oil painting by Dederick Ward. The painting,
“October in Turqoise” is a 34" h x 46" w oil and can be
viewed at the Trust office. This painting will be auctioned.

Skagit River Systems Cooperative - For the donation of
trees & labor at the Kosbab Slough.

Thank You forYour 5uloloort

Trust Builders

Major Donors
($5000 and up)
Robert Brown &
Patricia Hegg Brown
Linda & John Hunt
Beau MacGregor

Conservator
($1000-$2499)

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Harold & Shirley Christenson
Ann & Bob Dursch

Jay Ham & Jan Hersey

Linda & Cathy Lawson

In memory of Mildred Mansfield

Sue & George Mehler
Rusty Kuntze & Libby Mills
Marlene & Jim Moore
Deborah North & Robert Coffey
Mark A Nysether
Erynn Stephan

In loving Memory of

Nathan Crane Rawhouser(1975-2006)

Keith & Jan Wiggers
Ken & Anne Winkes
Andrea Xaver
Margaret Yeoman
Stan Zyskowski
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Business Conservator
($1000-$2499)
Shell Puget Sound Refinery

Business Benefactor
($500 - $999)

First American Title

Lee Mann Photography

Leonard, Boudinot & Skodje
MacGregor Publishing Co.
Sea-Land Development Corporation
Skagit State Bank

Business Patron
(8250 - $499)

Academic Adventures
Concrete Nor’West
Landed Gentry Realty
Miller Consulting
Shorebird Properties

Skagit River Steel & Recycling, Inc.

Business Sponsor
($100 - $249)

AnacortesHomes.com
Christianson Nursery
Graham-Bunting & Assoc.
Hoekstra & Hoekstra

Sherri Stites, CPA

Skagit River Steel & Recycling
Skagit Wild Bird Supply

Soto McNett Construction, Inc.
Wildlands of Washington

Earthbound Used Books

Fran Little LLC

Greentree Consulting
McGregor Insurance Agency
Meyer Sign & Advertising Co.
Perennial Pleasures

Sauk Mountain Pottery

Skagit Valley Healing Arts
The Language Exchange, Inc.

Organizations
Evergreen Islands
Fidalgo Fly Fishers
Friends of Anacortes

Community Forest Lands
Lincoln Theatre Center Foundation
Skagit Audubon Society
Skagit Conservation District
Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland

Grants & Foundations
The Burning Foundation
Ducks Unlimited (NAWCA) Funds
The Dudley Foundation
Horizons Foundation
The Hugh & Jane
Ferguson Foundation
Jewish Communal Fund
The Linnemann Family Foundation
Norman Archibald
Charitable Foundation
Pacific Coast Joint Venture
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Salmon Recovery Funding Board
The Seattle Foundation
Cornfield Family Fund
SFEG (Department of Ecology) Funds
Skagit Community Foundation
Temcov Foundation
Tulalip Tribes
tewardshi und
City of Anacortes
Ralph & Ruth Heft
James C. Squires Jr.

Iounclcrs yisionarg
I und

Brenda Cunningham & Tim Manns
Keith & Jan Wiggers

Benefactor ($500 - $999)
Joanne Abelson & Chris Goelz
Robert L. Apter, MD
Mary Kay Barbieri & Linda Jordan
Claudia Biermann
John & June Brada
Lloyd & Wendy Brown
Paul & Patty Calver
Jane Clapp
Lin Folsom
Jerry & Sheila Haegele
Rae Kozloff
Janice Martin & Doug Robinson
Gene & Ginny Murphy
Tamara Stevens & Todd Rubano
In Honor of Ben & Lois Englebright
In Memory of Lois Englebright
Richard & Sharon Stewart
John Tursi
Ben & Sloane Winkes
Annette Woolsey & Jim Shiflett
In Memory of
Ben & Lois Englebright




T hank you to New and Kcncwing Members whose donations were

received between ]anuary 1, 2006 - June 30, 20068

Patron ($250 - $499)

Anonymous
Howard & Thais Armstrong
Diane Bednarz & Peter Jepson
Glenn & Theda Bordner
Martha Bray & John Day
Nick Fahey & Deborah Martin
Ron Feld & Lorna Klemanski
Clayton & Barbara James
Steve & Robyn Johnson
Cynthia McGuiness
Noel & Marceine Melcher
Bob & Barb Rock
David T. & Eddylee M. Scott
Pat Sneeringer
Dennis Stanchfield &
Susan Radkins

Kate Stewart &

Deborah DeWolfe
Sara Young & Wade Melton

Sponsor ($100 - $249)

Anonymous
Evelyn Adams
Frances Ambrose &

Steve Hunter
Bruce & Joanne Ault
Bob & Pat Bell
Richard Bergner
Sarah Bishop & John Milhiot
Ric & Janet Boge
Bob & Nina Boudinot
Don & Arlene Brown
Cathy Carmody &

David Deffenbaugh
John A. Carr, MD
Ann Childs &

Stephen Thornton
Tom, Beth &

Christine Cleland
Landry & Susan Corkery
Debbie & Darrell Cornelius
Patricia A. Cowgill
Larry & Lorry D’ Arienzo
Homer & Rosette Dawson
Allison Deets
Paul Dinnel & Vicki McNeil
James Eberhardt
Carol & Jon Engels
Walter Enquist
James Gallup
Carolyn & Ed Gastellum
Warren & Marilyn Gilbert
Herb & Theresa Goldston
Peter & Dorothy Haase
Daniel & Marilyn Hanesworth
Ralph & Ruth Heft
Mark & Alison Hitchcock
Doris Holmes
Bill & Ruth Hood
Jean & Brad Imus
Ryan & Christina Jepperson
Fayette Krause
Robin LaRue
Miles Learned
D. Scott Magorien &

Susan Hayton Magorien
Robert & Marie Martinez
Alec & Sandy McDougall
Robert & Barbara Meier
Anita Meyer & Josh Greenberg
Betty & Gary Miles

James & Gene Mizell
Diane Morton & Wendy Cobb
Dick & Joyce Nelson
Simon Ottenberg
Lorna & Dennis Parent
H. Donald Parry &

Vicki Soderberg Parry
Peggy Ratermann
Gary A. Richardson
Andrew C Ross &

Laura Cailloux

Herb & Christine Sargo
Jim & Levy Scheltens
Maurice & Virginia Shank
Charles Stavig
Richard & Daphene Storwick
Margaret Studer
Ann & William Tanner
Dennis & Mary Ann Taylor
Bill & Sally Turner
James Van Horn &

Darlene Franz
Tim & Alice Volwiler
Barbara Weaver
Don Wick
Robert & Kay Wuerth

Supporter ($60-$99)
Dick Anderson & Lynn Reed
Mark & Ruth Backlund
Rick & Laura Bethke

Gary & Heidi Bletsch

Lee & Mary Sue Dallas
Doug & Cheryl Everhart
John Freeman

Barbara French

Mary Froderberg

Dan Gould

Karen Lewis-Hart & Derek Hart
Robert & Bev Helton

Helen Heneks

Ron Holmes

Nancy Husted

Hal & Claris Hyatt

Beth Kraig & Suzanne Klinger
Von & Elizabeth Kuehn
Anne & Bob Kuntz

Jere LaFollette &

Wende Sanderson
Meredith & Rick Machin
Jerry Mansfield
Mark & Alison Miller
Jeff Montgomery
David & Eileen Moreland
Richard & Karen Raisler
Robert Raymond &

Dorothy Downes
Lauren Rich
Susan Richardson
Kristin Sallis
Jonathan & Scottie Schneider
Bob & Connie Snell
Linda & Stephen Summers
Mary & Bob Taylor
Carol Taylor & Thomas Carson
Bill & Laurie Wallace
David & Pat Young
Partner ($40-$59)
Robert & Nancy Bailey
John & Nancy Barnard
Helen & Tom Bassler
Al & Sue Berger

Paul Blum & Alison Zak
John & Gail Boggs
Kelly Bush & Russ Dalton
Allen Craney
Gene & Marilyn Derig
John & Ramona Douglass
Doreen Dunton
John & Marie Erbstoeszer
Alix Foster & Rick Shorten
Ramona Hammerly
Mary Mae Hardt &
Scott Andrews
Anne Hillard
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Lisser
Donald & Mary Magness
Michael & Suellen Mancer
Janet Mckinney
Kathleen Walsh Packard
Loretta Penrod
Steve & Sandi Randle
Howard & Kathy Shapiro
Sue & Richard Sigmen
Robert & Joan Skeele
Terence & Lois Slotemaker
Jay Smith & Susan Wood
John Smith & Cheryl Harrison
Jack Stephens &
Ellen O’Neill Stephens
Nancy Swalling
Kate Szurek
Anita & Edward Thompson
Richard & Carol Treston
Lynnette Trucco-Baier &
Doug Baier
Sarah Welch & Jon Riedel
Patricia Youngman

Friends ($30-$39)

Evelyn Adams
Norman Ainslie
Helen Andersen
Ms. Barbara Bashaw
Richard Bergner
Jon & Ann Bowman
Doyle & Gloria Bowzer
David Brewster
Robert Burden
Dorris Civille
Eunice Darvill
Phyllis Ennes
Robert Green
Richard Greening
Dynon Havens &

David Slabaugh
Marji Hoff
Sarah Huntington
Steve & Dian Jahn
Edward & Valerie Jensen
Susan Jepson
Elmer & Jean Johansen
Elliott & Vickie Johnson
Judy Kennedy
Konrad Kurp
Jeannie Lennon
Dianne Lindsay &

Cordia Sammeth
Mr. & Mrs. William Lucic
Joe & Judy Menish
Bob Mierendorf & Lisa Broxson
Mark & Alison Miller
Steve & Betty Miller
Jim Murphy
David & Sydney Olausen

Melinda Olswang &

Bruce Racine
Allane Onkst
William & Sally Pfeifer
Zac Randles
Clarence & Virginia Rankin
Donna Schram, PhD
Robert & Emma Schroder
Anna Sebring
Howard Shuman
Carol Strandberg
Gale Sterrett
The Stormonts Family
Gina Van Hess
Greg & Ellen Vlasak
Patty Wasson & Bob Shelly
Brian & Dyani Wetcher
Linda & Michael Wolfe
Laura Wynn

Associates
Otto Allison
Arthur & Maryann Arndt
Judy Baker
Dan & Donna Brauer
Fred & Virginia Darvill
Pat & Dick de La Chapelle
David Fredericks
Richard Fritsch
Holley Hoag
Edward & Valerie Jensen
Sheila Klein & Ries Niemi
Philip & Anne McCracken
Mary Paxton
Ruth Elfstrom Riggles
Anne Schwartz & Mike Brondi
Robert Scott
Maurice & Judith Sheridan
Jane Stephens
Larry & Alba Stevens
Dederick Ward & Susan Parke
Natalie & Steve Weatherby
Nancy Louise &

Forrest Wilkinson
Chester Wood
Jennifer & William Woyski
Rosann Wuebbels &

George Reeves

Additiona|

Contributions

$100 - $250

Evelyn Adams
Richard Bergner
Paul & Patty Calver
Ann & Bob Dursch
Harold and Diane Eiesland
Jerry and Marilyn Eisner
Harriet & James Follman
Warren and Marilyn Gilbert
David and Deborah Hall
Robert MD & Judith Higgins
Janice Martin & Doug Robinson
D. Scott Magorien &
Susan Hayton Magorien
Patricia Botsford-Martin &
Daniel Martin
Susan & Fred F. Miller
Ed & Linda Pysher

Carl & Jane Randolph

Lauren Rich

Betty Rockwell

Carolyn Sutton & Cort Liddell

Up to $99

Norman Ainslie
AnacortesHomes.com
Arthur & Maryann Arndt
Judy Baker
Gary & Heidi Bletsch
Fred & Virginia Darvill
Pat & Dick de La Chapelle
Donald J. Finsen
Jim & Frances Ford
Ernie & Joan Handelmann
Mary Mae Hardt & Scott Andrews
Holley Hoag
Nancy Husted
Ryan & Christina Jepperson
Steve & Robyn Johnson
Sheila Klein & Ries Niemi
Dick & Doris Kohler
Rusty Kuntze & Libby Mills
Maggie Miller & Larry Stiles
Mark & Alison Miller
David & Eileen Moreland
Kathleen Walsh Packard
Robert Raymond &

Dorothy Downes
Peter Remick
Robert E. Scott
Richard Staples
Larry & Alba Stevens
Nancy Swalling
Mary & Bob Taylor
Gina Van Hess
Dederick Ward & Susan Parke
Nancy Louise &

Forrest Wilkinson
Jennifer & William Woyski
Ms. G. O. Wright

Iylcmorial Gifts

In Memory of

Nathan Rawhouser

Lauren Bernhardt

Alexis Kelley

Kerstin Kramer

Julie Morse

Employees of North Cascades
Park Service Complex

Erynn Stephan

In-Kind

Art by Thais

Bertha Bridge

Phil Green

Peggy Ratermann

Sara Young & Wade Melton

Iylatching Gifts

Boeing Gift Matching Program
Cingular

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Puget Sound Engery

Safeco Insurance
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Saving Land for Tomorrow
POBox 1017
325 Pine Street, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
www.skagitlandtrust.org

Mission Statement

Skagit Land Trust protects wildlife habitat,
wetlands, agriculture and forest lands, scenic
open space and shorelines throughout the
mainland and islands of Skagit County
for the benefit of our community and as a
legacy for future generations.

5aving | and for T omorrow

uPcoming E vents

September 9™

Hurn Field — come help move the field
fencing at Hurn Field to make room for an
interpretive pullout.

SAVE THE DATE!

September 16" - 11:30AM - 3PM
Skagit Land Trust Annual Picnic —
Howard Miller Steelhead Park.
Watch for announcement in the mail.

Lee Mann signing an
exclusive poster he
created for Skagit
Land Trust at the
poster unveiling at
Althea’s. Posters still
available. The image

can be viewed on our
website:
www.skagitlandtrust.org.

Acres Protected

Conservation Easements 2454
Trust-Owned Lands 809
Trust-Assisted Projects 1,014

Total Acres Protected 4,277




